THE BAHAMAS: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEST AGAINST HILTON’S BIMINI BAY RESORT INTENSIFIES 

In response to news that the controversial Bimini Bay Resort on the Bahamas may be honoured with a prestigious International Property Award, the Mangrove Action Project (MAP) took the right step by writing a protest letter to the organizing agency. It’s an old trick by industry to give environmental villains an award to improve their tainted image. We know well that unscrupulous real estate and resort developers often use “green-washing” tactics – e.g. distraction, obfuscation and damn lies - to cover up their wrongdoings and to “neutralize” people’s resistance against their harmful projects.  

The environmental protest against the Bimini Bay Resort being managed by Hilton Corporation’s Conrad Hotels has been going on for some years already. Just check out the Save Bimini! website (www. savebimini.org) and you will see as to how hard local residents as well as scientists and environmentalists from around the world have tried to halt the construction of the massive real estate and resort project, including a hotel, casino, golf course, villas and condos. Among others, the Global Anti-Golf Movement (GAG’M) wrote letters to urge Hilton and the Bahamas government to help stop the environmental devastation caused by the developing company, the Capo Group. Unfortunately, research reveals that much damage has already been done to the fragile coastal and marine ecosystems in the area.

Ironically, the developers have claimed from the beginning that they would create an environmentally sensitive ‘ecotourist’ destination. In fact, there is nothing ‘environmentally sustainable’ at all about the Bimini Bay Resort as mangrove forests have been recklessly bulldozed, the coast line dredged and all kinds of waste been burned at the site or been dumped into the bay and the ocean.
Therefore, the Save Bimini campaign must go on to publicize the truth about this scandalous project and to make sure that the Capo Group will not be allowed to continue its destructive activities. In addition, more intensive lobbying will be needed to convince concerned government agencies that already damaged areas need to be properly rehabilitated, for ecological reasons as well as for the sustenance and livelihoods of the local population and the enjoyment of visitors. 

Much is at stake: If the environmental movement fails to protect Bimini, it will just be an encouragement for ruthless real estate and resort developers to implement unsustainable and destructive projects in other ecologically vulnerable locations as well. 
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Date: Wed, 29 Oct 2008 14:19:12 -0700
To: info@propertyawards.net
From: Alfredo Quarto <mangroveap@olympus.net>
Subject: INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY AWARDS DECISION ON BIMINI BAY RESORT 


Dear Friends at International Property Awards,

I have recently read a very disturbing article claiming that you are about to award the Bimini Bay Resort a prestigious award for its disastrous development at Bimini Bay. This development is not only highly contentious, but is also terribly destructive to both the local community and the unique and fragile coastal ecology and biodiversity of the area. I have personally visited Bimini Island and saw for myself the dire consequences of past development initiatives taken by the Bimini Bay Resort developers. This is no light matter, as once healthy mangroves were decimated, coastal hydrology drastically changed by dredging and road building. It is clear that this development has adversely altered the coastal zone there, threatening marine life and the coastal integrity. Removal of mangroves will result in erosion and sedimentation, threatening the coral reef and sea grass beds, endangering already endangered species.

Our organization, Mangrove Action Project, stands opposed to this development based on the mentioned ruinous effects it is having on Bimini. We are also quite shocked by your decision to award such misbehavior! What are you basing your award decision upon? Surely you have not paid attention to the ruin already inflicted upon the island's ecology? This decision would taint your award ceremony and do a great injustice to all of those opposing this mega-resort, which is causing mega-problems for the area.

MAP is an international network working to conserve and restore our planet's threatened mangrove forest wetlands, which are the nurseries for much of our earth's marine life. Mangroves also play a vital role in slowing down climate change and protecting coastal zones from the fury of hurricanes and storm surges. These wetlands have for too long been undervalued, while for too long their loss due to these types of mega-developments has gone unnoticed. But times must change now, if we are to save our planet, and your judges must surely see the light of a new day by withdrawing any award for the Bimini Bay Resort, as this really is a last resort for Bimini Island, which, if this development proceeds as planned, will become an "island in the extreme,"


For A Future With Mangroves,

Alfredo Quarto,
Executive Director


Mangrove Action Project
PO Box 1854
Port Angeles, WA 98362-0279
USA
phone/ fax (360) 452-5866
<mangroveap@olympus.net>
mailto:mangroveap@olympus.net
web site: http://www.mangroveactionproject.org
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LETTER FROM THE GLOBAL ANTI-GOLF MOVEMENT TO BAHAMAS AUTHORITIES

21 November 2008
Eric Carey, Executive Director of the Bahama National Trust
P.O Box N4105
Nassau, The Bahamas
Fax 242 393 4978
Email: eric.carey@bahamasnationaltrust.org

Glen Bannister, President of the Bahamas National Trust
P.O Box N4105
Nassau, The Bahamas
glenn.banister@bahamasnationaltrust.org

The Rt. Hon. Hubert Alexander Ingraham
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance
Office of the Prime Minister
Cecil Wallace-Whitfield Centre
Cable Beach
P. O. Box CB-10980
Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas
Email: hubertingraham@bahamas.gov.bs
Fax 242-327-5806

The Honourable Earl Deveaux,
Minister of the Environment MP
3rd Floor Dockendale House
West Bay Street
P. O. Box N-3040
Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas
Email: earldeveaux@bahamas.gov.bs
Fax: 242 328 1324

Philip Weech, Director
B.E.S.T Commission
Office of The Prime Minister
PO BOX CB 10980
Nassau, The Bahamas
Fax: (242)-326-3509
Email: philipweech@bahamas.gov.bs
YES TO BIMINI MARINE PROTECTED AREA – NO TO GOLF COURSE !

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,


We, of the Global Anti-Golf Movement (GAG”M), are writing to you today to express our full support for the establishment of the Bimini Marine Protected Area (MPA) at North Sound in Bimini in order to preserve the unique and biodiversity-rich coastal and marine ecosystems there against harmful and unsustainable development.  

It is already more than two years ago that we sent our first appeal to concerned Bahamas authorities and the Hilton Group to stop the construction of the highly controversial Bimini Bay Resort project being developed by the Capo Group in partnership with Hilton (see our letter posted at www. savebimini.org).

Unfortunately, Phase 1 of the project, which involved the bulldozing of most valuable mangroves and harmful dredging activities, was completed despite the many warnings and petitions from local environmentalists and concerned citizens and groups from around the world. 

Now, we have learned that the developer of this misguided project still has the plan to implement Phase 2 that includes the construction of an 18-hole golf course. This is alarming news indeed because golf course construction will inevitably have devastating consequences not only for the island’s environment but also for local fisheries. We are concerned that it will destroy exactly the area that is designed to be preserved through the establishment of the MPA. The further clearing of mangrove forests (reportedly two-thirds of Bimini's North Coast mangroves!) that serve as natural buffers against storms and floods will also make Bimini more prone to disaster.  

The Global Anti-Golf Movement - an international alliance of citizens and non-governmental organizations  – has been monitoring and campaigning against environmentally and socially damaging resort and golf course projects since 1993. We are greatly worried about the threats to fragile coastal and marine ecosystems due to the mushrooming mega-resort and real estate complexes. 

Therefore, we urge you to limit the Bimini Bay Resort development to Phase I, which is already complete, and to put a complete halt to Phase II. Meanwhile, we find the government’s recent efforts to eventually establish the MPA at North Sound in Bimini very encouraging. Please act now to save Bimini’s environment - there is no more place on Earth for destructive, wasteful and exploitative golf courses!    

Yours sincerely,

Anita Pleumarom

tourism investigation & monitoring team (tim-team)

 

On behalf of the Global Anti-Golf Course Movement’s (GAG’M) coordinating groups:

Third World Network (TWN)

Consumers Association of Penang (CAP), Malaysia

Friends of the Earth (FoE), Malaysia

Tourism Investigation & Monitoring Team (tim-team), Thailand

Global Network for Anti-Golf Course Action (GNAGA), Japan

Helping Our Peninsula's Environment (HOPE), USA

GAG'M liaison initiative UK (Desmond Fernandes)

 

Additional signatories:

EQUATIONS, India

KABANI - the other direction, India

Forest Peoples Programme (FPP), United Kingdom
Arbeitskreis Tourismus & Entwicklung (Working Group Tourism & Development),

   Switzerland

Mangrove Action Project, USA 
---------------------------
http://www.savebimini.org/research.html
SAVE BIMINI!

The islands of Bimini have drawn hundreds of scientific researchers over the last several decades, and served as host for both the Lerner Marine Laboratory and the Bimini Biological Field Station.


As the only mangrove habitat on the western Great Bahama Bank, Bimini serves as critically important nursery habitat for everything from conch & lobster, to snapper and sharks.  Flushed daily by the warm, rich waters of the Gulf Stream, Bimini's marine habitats are some of the most important, and the most studied in all of the Bahamas. 
Bimini's North Sound lagoon, the site of a mega-resort development, is perhaps the most studied marine nursery in the world.  Over 20 years of scientific research has taken place in this one area of Bimini, and every study has consistently proven what a viable and important eco-system it is. 
Recognizing the ecological & economic value of preserving the island's marine life, the Government of the Bahamas declared Bimini the highest-priority site in the Bahamas for a proposed Marine Protected Area in the year 2000.  This proposed MPA is supported by local Biminites, concerned tourists, and the scientific community.  Preservation & prosperity do not have to exist in spite of each other, and this MPA would compliment both goals.
Today, developers are spreading false & inaccurate information about the eco-systems of Bimini and the effects that their project will have on the future of the island's ecology.  The Save Bimini Association has been joined by scores of scientists to help show the truth.
Below is a partial list of proven facts about Bimini's unique ecology: 

1.       Bimini is home to a variety of Protected, Threatened & Endangered Species including, but not limted to,  Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus striatus), Smalltooth Sawfish (Pristis pectinata), Hawksbill Turtles (Eretmochelys imbricata), Kirtland's Warblers (Dendroica kirtlandii), Loggerhead Turtles (Caretta caretta), Great Hammerhead Sharks (Sphyrna mokarran), and the endemic Bimini Boa (Epicrates striatus fosteri) (1), (2). 
 2.       The Bahamas is a signatory of a number of international agreements, which are either directly or indirectly incongruent with the decision to allow North Bimini's mega-development, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the UN Law of the Sea, the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission, the RAMSAR Convention, and the Caribbean Community and Common Market Treaty (CARICOM).
3.       Mangroves have numerous functions. These include acting as a barrier against coastal erosion (Alongi, 2002), helping with nutrient cycling and climate regulation (Hogarth, 1999), providing a substrate for a range of primary producers and consumers (Kieckbusch et al., 2004) and serving as breeding sites for birds, reptiles and mammals (Alongi, 2002).  The mangroves & seagrass of Bimini's North Sound lagoon provide habitat for over 100 species of fish and invertebrates. (3)   Bimini provides the only mangrove habitat on the western Great Bahama Bank.

 
4.       Average species density in the mangroves of Bimini is 19 times that of the neighboring sea-grass beds. (3)  

5.       90% of snapper and 83% of grunts, both commercially important species around Bimini, use mangroves rather than seagrass as nursery habitat. (3)  

6.       Species density, abundance & biomass are all significantly higher in the mangroves of Bimini than in the seagrass. (3)   

 

7.       In regards to sea-grass and mangroves, the two habitats appear to have a complimentary relationship in their roles as nurseries, as although mangroves offer more shelter from predators, seagrass beds possess greater food abundance for fish (Nagelkerken and van der Velde, 2004).

 
8.       Bimini's dominant sea grass (Thalassia testudinum), provides food and habitat for Queen Conch (Strombus gigas), Spiny Lobster (Panulirus argus), and Green Sea Turtles (Chelonia mydas).   Since 2003, sea grass beds nearest the development on North Bimini have decreased by over 46%, and the sea grass coverage in the whole North Sound has decrease almost 20%.  (4)  

9.       In other areas of the Bahamas where mangrove nurseries have been removed, a significant loss of near-shore reef habitats near developed sites was also found (Sealey, 2004), and given the scale of the Bimini Bay Resort development and its close proximity to many of Bimini's reefs, a similar effect would be expected to be seen there in future.

 
10.       Mangroves enhance the biomass of coral reef fish communities in the Caribbean. (5) 

 

Reference List:

1 www.iucnredlist.org
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bimini
3. Newman, S.P. and Gruber, S.H. 2002.  Comparisons of Mangrove & Seagrass Fish and Macroinvertebrate Communities in Bimini.  Bahamas Journal of Science Vol. 9, No. 2.
4. Jennings, D. The Ecological Effects of the Bimini Bay Resort Development on the Juvenile Lemon Shark Population of Bimini, Bahamas. Master's Thesis, Roehampton University, UK.
5. Mumby, P. et al.  Mangroves enhance the biomass of coral reef fish communities in the Caribbean. Nature. 2004 Feb 5;427(6974):533-6
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http://www.restrictbiminibayresort.org/
BIMINI BAY RESORT DESTROYS BIMINI
Bimini Bay Resort is a Project of Hilton Hotels Corporation and the Capo Group that is being advertised as an environmentally sensitive eco-tourist destination. In reality, Bimini bay resort is a scandalous ongoing ecological disaster. 
[image: image1.jpg]


The mangroves of Bimini island are the most important breeding area of several critically endangered species. Hundreds of people affiliated with dozens of groups are trying to prevent the wholesale devastation of Bimini island's irreplaceable mangrove ecosystem by Bimini Bay Resort. 
The island of Bimini is located about 50 miles east of Miami and is part of the Bahamas. Bimini island is a tropical paradise that supports an abundance of life, but the island and it's culture are at risk. Only strong action will save Bimini and the other Bahamian islands currently under assault. TAKE ACTION NOW! 

[image: image2.jpg]


As the builders of Bimini Bay Resort, with the full support of Hilton Corporation, cut down, fill in and destroy the rich mangrove ecosystem of Bimini, so they obliterate the very habitats on which Bimini's biological richness and true economy depend. 
Bimini‘s famed fishing, portrayed in Hemingway's novel Islands in the Stream, could be a romantic relic of the past. The Bimini Bay Resort is destroying fish nurseries and habitat that will cost the local people their livelihoods. While the Capo Group has been promising jobs for locals, in actuality they have been importing Mexican labor. 
Bimini island possesses the only mangrove ecosystem on the entire Northwest Bahama Bank, and is responsible for replenishing fish populations not only in Bimini but over thousands of square miles of coral reefs and seabed. Today countless species of fish, rays, sponges, lobsters, and birds fill their unique niche in this ecosystem. But Bimini Bay Resort and Hilton are in the process of destroying all this pristine beauty and irreplaceable habitat by building a sprawling golf course, condos, a casino and a marina. 
The Bahamas Coalition is asking you to join us in writing letters to Hilton Hotels, newspapers and Bahamian officials demanding that they to avert an ecological disaster. We are writing to Hilton to let them know that we and our friends will not stay in any Hilton hotel or Hilton-affiliated hotel, or support a hotel chain that destroys mangroves with no thought of the future of an island, an ecosystem, a people, a culture and future generations. HELP STOP BIMINI BAY RESORT! 
---------------------------------------

http://www.hotel-online.com/News/PR2006_3rd/Aug06_Bimini.html
The Miami Herald, 28 August 2006

NOT EVERYONE IS HAPPY ABOUT THE HUGE RESORT PROJECT ON TINY BIMINI; THE $850 MILLION PROJECT WILL INCLUDE A 250-ROOM CONRAD HOTEL, GOLF COURSE, CASINO 

By Jim Wyss 
BIMINI, Bahamas -- For decades, all it has taken to lure tourists to this Bahamian island 48 miles east of Florida has been clear water, world-class fishing and the lack of just about everything else. 
So Lloyd "Duda" Edgecombe, a Bimini district council member, questions the wisdom of Miami developers who want to build a 250-room hotel, 18-hole golf course, 550-slip marina and glitzy casino on a flattened strip of sand once thick with marshes and mangroves. 
The project, the Bimini Bay Resort and Casino, is far from the largest development in the Bahamas, but it's massive by Bimini standards. It will ultimately cover a tenth of the island, and developers promise it will create jobs for the entire population of 1,700. 
But some critics worry it's also an example of how such mega-projects threaten the environment and the traditional island lifestyle that beckons visitors to places like Bimini in the first place. 
Just a two-hour journey by fast boat from South Florida, or a 20-minute flight, Bimini has always been a world away. Over the years, personalities such as the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and author Ernest Hemingway -- who wrote of its "gin clear" waters -- have been lured by Bimini's island vibe and sportfishing culture. 
Now the world is coming to Bimini. Led by RAV Bahamas, a subsidiary of Miami's Capo Group, the $850 million project will eventually cover about one square mile of this 9.5-square-mile island. The upscale resort will include a hotel managed by the Conrad Hilton chain, a shopping court with a Starbucks and a casino with a 10,000-square-foot gambling floor. 
About 140 houses and condos have already been built -- and sold -- as part of the development, and the construction site is teeming with earthmovers and backhoes racing to build about 350 more. There is a two-year waiting list to purchase homes. 

WILL IT BE THE SAME? 
Though many Bimini residents are encouraged by the prospects of new jobs, others wonder whether Bimini will still be Bimini once the project is complete. 
"There are golf courses and casinos in Nassau, Freeport and all over the United States, so why do we need one here?" Edgecombe asked. 'We don't want the project shut down, but we need to ask ourselves, 'Is this project the right size for us?' " 
The head of Bimini's tourism office, Norma Wilkinson, said most of the island's 48,000 visitors last year came from South Florida. But if the island hopes to generate year-round tourism and steady jobs for the locals, she said Bimini needs the additional attractions -- and hotel rooms -- that Capo is bringing. 
The developers are financing the project themselves and are counting on the high-end real estate and luxurious amenities to keep luring buyers and tourists from South Florida. After all, Bimini is closer to South Florida than Orlando, points out Capo Group partner Sean Grimberg. 
"We're building Bimini as Miami's next playground," he said. "And it's just a hop, skip and a jump away." 
But some locals are concerned it's a playground where they might not be welcome. Last year, RAV Bahamas built a massive concrete archway across Bimini's sole north-south road, which leads to the northern third of the island and popular public beaches. 
Developers say the arch is merely decorative, but locals have picketed the guarded gate, fearing it's an attempt to keep them away from the new Bimini Bay community, with its neat rows of pink and blue houses and cobbled roads. 
Life beyond the gate may be out of reach anyway, said Ashley Saunders, a local historian and district council member who supports the project, hoping it will ease the island's steep unemployment. 
"We may be up there as workers, but I don't think too many [residents] will be enthusiastic about going up to the place and spending money," he said. 
With studio apartments starting at about a quarter-million dollars, Saunders doubts any Bimini resident could afford to live there. 
"I think we'll have two Biminis," he said from Dolphin House, his traditional coral rock home. "The old Bimini down here and the new Bimini up there." 
But what's good for tourists is good for the entire island, said Capo Group Chairman Gerardo Capo. Already, Capo has built a 300,000-gallon water desalinization plant that is providing the entire island with fresh water for the first time in decades. 
The company also has donated 50 computers to schools and is bringing in educational consultants to create a curriculum that will prepare high school graduates for some of the 1,500 jobs Bimini Bay expects to create. 
For all the talk of jobs, however, some think the project has generated precious few. RAV Bahamas says it recently employed about 100 Bimini residents, but admits that the vast majority of its 300 construction workers -- who have been on the job for more than two years -- are from Latin America. Capo said the construction jobs are temporary and that he is more concerned with training islanders for permanent, skilled jobs, which will come on line as more owners move into the homes and condos. 
Needs convincing 

But Edgecombe is unconvinced. 
"If this project really is for the Biminites like they say, then why aren't we at full employment?" he said, noting that unemployment in Bimini is about twice the national average of 10 percent. "Instead, the government is allowing them to bring in cheap foreign labor and that's disgraceful." 
There are also concerns about Bimini's ecological health. 
Environmental groups complain RAV Bahamas has destroyed mangroves and dredged the seabed to build the foundations for the new condos and houses. 
Capo said about 50 acres have been added to the island through dredging and filling efforts. The company has spent more than $1 million on environmental impact studies, he said, and all the construction has been sanctioned by the government's environmental authorities. 
But not everyone is convinced the government is right. 
Last year, a long-time Bimini shark researcher and University of Miami professor, Samuel Gruber, resigned his post as a member of the Bahamas National Trust, a body dedicated to protecting the island's natural resources, to protest the government's approval of the project. 
In 2005, "I watched a bulldozer in two feet of water remove mangroves by the acre in a healthy, viable wetland," he wrote in his resignation letter. "How sad it is that the Bahamas, a world leader in the area of marine conservation, should have authorized such an egregious act." 
Bahama's ambassador for the environment, Keod Smith, the nation's top environmental official, did not respond to several interview requests. 
Bimini's mangroves are the breeding and nursing grounds for more than 140 marine species, including some of the game fish that draw anglers from all over the world, said Alfredo Quarto, the executive director of the Mangrove Action Project, based in the state of Washington. 
Won’t destroy it 

RAV Bahamas claims the grumbling comes from a small but vocal minority. The developer also points out that the project has already been scaled back once -- in part, to spare mangroves along the eastern banks of the property. 
"Bimini's environment is what brought me to the Bahamas to begin with," Capo said. "So why do you think I am going to destroy it?" 
Jim Summerlin, who owns a wholesale car dealership in Miami, is sold on the project. He bought two properties in Bimini Bay about a year ago and says he has seen prices on the island rise ever since. 
"I'm very happy with the investment," said Summerlin, who visits the island a few times a month. "And there's no telling what it's going to be like once the casino and golf course goes in." 
But Annett Saunders, a Bimini resident who makes pottery and ceramics for tourists, said it was depressing to see bulldozers and work crews along the beaches leading to isolated fishing spots and the "Healing Hole" water springs. 
"That's what people come to Bimini for," she said. "But they're trying to re-create Miami at that end of the island."

----------------------------

http://www.bahamaislandsinfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=552:north-bimini-the-importance-of-the-truth&catid=76:letters-to-the-editor&Itemid=174
Bahama Islands Info, Wednesday, 12 March 2008 15:27

Letter to the Editor from Grant Johnson

NORTH BIMINI: THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TRUTH

Good morning,

Over 10 years into the project, news about the development on North Bimini is still a regular feature in many media outlets. Some of the news articles praise the project for creating jobs and opportunity, while others blast it for it's ecological impact and the amount of controversy it has created. However the particular reporter wants to paint the picture, there is something that is often overlooked in these news articles, and that is facts.

The recent article in the Nassau Guardian "Developers Maintain Bimini Bay 'Sustainable'" is an interesting example. Several claims were made by the developer, and others, that simply are not true. A few months back, the developers on North Bimini threatened to sue 3 individuals for spreading "false" information about their resort project. (Please note that not a single "false" claim was presented as evidence.) Now, the same developer is making claims in the newspaper that are provably false. Shouldn't they hold themselves to the same standards they expect of their critics?

Bimini is one of the most highly studied marine habitats in the world, and many of the developers claims contradict over 20 years of scientific research. 

If people on Bimini are expected to be fully engaged with what's happening on their island, then I think the developers, and the press, need to present them with factual information. Bimini is a kind, trusting community that is being fed false information about what is planned with their island. Biminites have long expressed concern with the development on North Bimini, and recently a letter from a local was published claiming concern for the government's intentions toward the island. 

In a democracy, the press is supposed to be the bridge that connects people to the facts about the issues so that they can then engage themselves in the decision making process. Biminites need factual reporting, not empty claims that are given credibility by being printed. There is too much at stake here.

Please see below for just a few examples of false information from the recent article, and the references used as proof against them. 

Grant Johnson

##
 

False statements, all of them from the recent Nassau Guardian article:

 

1. 
Claim: Only wood has been burned... Fact: A variety of trash is being burned. Please see the photos.  Perhaps the garbage contractor that the developers have hired is burning this trash unbeknownst to them, but anyone who has visited Bimini's famous Road To Atlantis dive site can attest to the fact that the smoke billowing over them is not simply burning wood. The photos show piles of a wide variety of trash, including wood, plastic, metal, styrofoam and other items.


2. Claim: "Mangroves were stunted and not considered highly productive ecosystems" and "no taller than your knee." Fact: The mangroves of Mosquito Point (the area in question) were highly productive, and held some of the largest amounts of biodiversity in the North Sound. And as you can see from the photos, they were also much higher than any human's knee. 

What I find bizarre is that there has been a biological research station on Bimini for nearly 20 years, and most of their research has been conducted on the ecosystems that the developers are impacting, yet the developers have not consulted the research station and obviously neither did this reporter. I will attach a short list of scientific studies and articles to the bottom of this e mail that prove the importance of the mangroves that have been destroyed, as well as the area still slated for destruction. 

Also, please see the photo of the person hiking through the mangroves. This was taken in the creek at the tip of the North Sound, that will be replaced with a golf course. The person in the photo is 6'5" tall, and you can see the mangroves are high above his head. This is also a critically important habitat for a variety of wildlife. What will the excuse be when this area is destroyed?


3. Claim: (In regards to Mosquito Point) It was more considered a dead zone. Fact: In a study conducted from 2000 until 2003, the fish and invertebrate populations throughout the North Sound were sampled and recorded. Mosquito Point had some of the highest levels of biodiversity in the whole lagoon. In another study conducted from 2003-2006, juvenile sharks were tracked through the North Sound, and the mangroves of Mosquito Point were shown to be an important part of their habitat. Shark 
movements are largely, but not entirely, based around prey availability. In another study conducted from 2003 - 2004, it was shown that the area around Mosquito Point was the second most productive area around Bimini for post-larval lobster to settle. There have also been a number of endangered species recorded in the area around Mosquito Point, such as Hawksbill Turtles and Smalltooth Sawfish. To call this area a "dead zone" is basically the opposite of the truth. 

4. Claim: This was not an area where fish and other marine life congregated. Fact: Again, similar the previous answer, this is simply not true. I will list additional proof of this at the bottom of this letter.


5. Claim: Bimini Bay is stopping at the creek between North & East Bimini. Fact: The developers own website shows that this is not true. The attached land-use plan was taken from their website today, and shows that a large area south of Bimini's East Wells creek is slated as "New Residential" development.
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