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Unfulfilled commitments on technology and finance have to be met now

By Nigeria on behalf of the Africa Group in the UNFCCC 

NOTE:   The following is based on extracts of the statement made by the Nigerian delegation on behalf of the Africa Group, at the opening of the 13th session of the COP to the UNFCCC and the 3rd session of the COP-MOP to the Kyoto Protocol.   It is reproduced here with permission.

We would like to reiterate some issues of concern to us as a region much more vulnerable to the impacts of climate change as noted in Nicholas Stern’s Report and confirmed by the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report.
Global climate change is a growing threat to human well-being in developing and industrialized nations alike. Significant harm from climate change is already occurring, and further damages are certain. The pace of change is increasing. No continent, from the recent experience is likely to be spared. Unfortunately, Africa is, too much, at the receiving end of the impacts due to its increased vulnerability. Yet we gather year-in-year-out, making commitments, which are far from being fulfilled to rescue the earth from pending catastrophes arising from global warming.
It is the observation of our Group that the process is characterized by a catalogue of unfulfilled commitments by the developed countries under the Convention as well as the Protocol. The development and transfer of technology, since the Climate Change Convention and the Protocol came into force several years ago, remains unfulfilled and complicated by issues of intellectual property rights, market incentives and enabling environment.
The question of inadequate capacity building of the developing countries has been a major impediment to the implementation of both mitigation and adaptation activities in Africa. The issue, fundamental to the implementation of the climate change activities, has not been adequately addressed as stipulated in the Convention and the Protocol. There is too much emphasis on seminars, workshops and needs assessment. For how long will our needs continue to be assessed?

The way adaptation is currently addressed is ad hoc and lacks coordination, and is totally inadequate.  In essence and so far, the matter of adaptation has not received the desired priority in the implementation of the Convention and the Protocol. Whatever fund, and in whatever magnitude available in the process for implementing climate change activities remains inaccessible due to conditionality of co-financing. It is important that discussions on the adaptation fund should be finalized in this session to enable concrete decisions by the COP to address the issue of adaptation in Africa in particular and in developing countries in general.
The Group would like to make it clear that discussions on future agreement should also consider the present lack of implementation in areas of adaptation; development and technology transfer; and capacity building among others. We find it absolutely incomprehensible that the future can be adequately considered and predicted without due reference to the past and the present.

Africa believes that walking into a new regime with all the present difficulties in implementing the already agreed commitments is totally unacceptable.  It will only mean one thing, that nothing is going to happen in future, and the suffering of our people continues.

The way forward is for the developed country Parties to act now with respect to fulfilling their commitments. The developed countries, more than ever before, should be committed to aggressive emission reductions domestically as stipulated in the Convention and the Protocol rather than passing the buck to the developing countries.

Africa believes that the process should set targets for the developed country Parties to provide for much needed financial resources within a specific time frame.  It is time for practical implementation of all these issues of adaptation, technology transfer, and capacity building among others.
We will continue to engage our partners in dialogue, which would take cognizance of the fulfilment of the past and present commitments as well as future requirements to address climate change.
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