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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL CONDEMNS ISRAELI ATTACKS IN PALESTINE

By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 7 March 2008
The UN Human Rights Council on Thursday condemned the persistent Israeli military attacks and incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly the recent ones in the occupied Gaza Strip, which resulted in the loss of more than 125 lives and hundreds of injuries among Palestinian civilians, including women, children and infants.

 

The Council called for the immediate cessation of all Israeli military attacks throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the firing of crude rockets, which resulted in the loss of two civilian lives and some injuries in southern Israel.

 

The condemnation came in a resolution (A/HRC/7/L. 1) that was adopted by a roll-call vote of 33 in favour, 1 against and 13 abstentions.

 

Those who abstained were Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Korea, Romania, Slovenia, Ukraine and United Kingdom. Canada was alone in opposing the adoption of the resolution.

 

The Human Rights Council is currently holding its first substantive session for this year from 3-28 March.

 

Introducing the draft resolution, Pakistan, speaking on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference and the Arab Group, told the Council that this resolution was being presented in the backdrop of a very serious situation caused by the incessant Israeli military attacks in Gaza.

 

The draft resolution focused on the tragic humanitarian consequences, and it required an instant response by the Human Rights Council. The incursions into Gaza constituted grave violations of international law and were undermining the efforts to reinvigorate the peace process, said Pakistan.

 

Palestine said that the absence of a common and firm position towards Israel's grave breaches of international law combined with the policy of lending it unconditional support encouraged it to continue and intensify its violations. The number of Palestinians killed had rendered the Israeli claims of combatting militants null and void. Urgent international intervention was required to end murder and provide protection to the Palestinian civil population.

 

Israel said that since January, Hamas had fired 671 missiles at civilians, women and children. Israel had the fundamental right to live and the essential right to self-defence. It was up to Israel to protect its citizens.

 

The resolution adopted late Thursday expressed shock at the Israeli bombardment of Palestinian homes and killing of civilians therein and the Israeli policy of inflicting collective punishment against the civilian population, which is contrary to international humanitarian law, and called for bringing the perpetrators to justice.

 

It also called for urgent international action to put an immediate end to the grave violations committed by the occupying Power, Israel, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including the series of incessant and repeated Israeli military attacks and incursions therein and the siege of the occupied Gaza Strip.

 

The Council reiterated its call for immediate protection of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory in compliance with international human rights law and international humanitarian law.

 

It urged all concerned parties to respect the rules of international human rights law and international humanitarian law and to refrain from violence against civilian populations.

 

The Council requested the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to report to the Council, at its next session, on the progress made in the implementation of this resolution. 
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