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PANEL ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE ISRAELI GAZA FLOTILLA ATTACK 

By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 26 July 2010
 

The President of the UN Human Rights Council has appointed three experts to an independent international fact-finding mission to investigate violations of international law, including international humanitarian and human rights law, resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance to Gaza.

 

The three experts are Judge Karl T Hudson-Phillips of Trinidad and Tobago, Sir Desmond de Silva of the United Kingdom, and Ms Mary Shanthi Dairiam of Malaysia.

 

Judge Hudson-Phillips served as a Judge of the International Criminal Court from 2003 to 2007. De Silva, a lawyer, served as Chief Prosecutor of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone in 2005, while Ms Shanthi Dairiam was a member of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women from 2005 to 2008.

 

In announcing the appointment of the three experts to the fact-finding mission on 23 July, Council President Ambassador Sihasak Phuangketkeow of Thailand said: "The expertise, independence and impartiality of the members of the mission will be devoted to clarifying the events which took place that day and their legality. We call upon all parties to fully cooperate with the mission and hope that this mission will contribute to peace in the region and justice for the victims."

 

Following the Israeli commando raid on 31 May on the Gaza aid convoy comprising some six ships reportedly carrying some 10,000 tons of urgently needed supplies for the civilian population of Gaza, and which resulted in the deaths of some nine civilians and dozens more injured, the Human Rights Council held an urgent debate on the matter on 1-2 June.

 

A resolution (A/HRC/14/L. 1) was adopted at the end of that debate, in which the Council condemned "in the strongest terms" the "outrageous" attack by the Israeli forces against the humanitarian flotilla of ships bound for Gaza, resulting in the killing and injuring of many innocent civilians from different countries.

 

Deeply deploring the loss of life of innocent civilians, the Council decided to dispatch an "independent international fact-finding mission" to investigate violations of international law, including international humanitarian and human rights law, resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance.

 

The Council further decided to authorize the President of the Council to appoint members of this independent international fact-finding mission, who should report to the Council on their findings at the Council's fifteenth session in September (see SUNS #6936 dated 3 June 2010).

 

It is expected that the three experts will now define their plan of action and contact all the relevant parties prior to traveling to the region.

 

The experts are also expected to report on their findings to the Council at its fifteenth session in September. 
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