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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ADOPTS RESOLUTION ON SRI  LANKA

The UN Human Rights Council on Wednesday adopted a resolution on assistance to Sri Lanka in the promotion and protection of human rights, roughly a week after the defeat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) by Sri Lankan government forces.
 

The Council held a special session on Tuesday to address the human rights situation in the country. The special session was convened following a request submitted by Germany on behalf of 17 members of the Council: Argentina, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Italy, Mexico, Mauritius, the Netherlands, the Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and Uruguay.

 

In a resolution (A/HRC/S-11/L. 1/Rev. 2) adopted by a roll-call vote of 29 in favour, 12 against and 6 abstentions, the Council commended the measures taken by the Government of Sri Lanka to address the urgent needs of the Internally Displaced Persons.

 

It welcomed the continued commitment of Sri Lanka to the promotion and protection of all human rights and encouraged it to continue to uphold its human rights obligations and the norms of international human rights law.

 

Those who voted in favour of the resolution were Angola, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Uruguay and Zambia.

 

Those who voted against were Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Italy, Mexico, Netherlands, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.

 

Those who abstained in the vote were Argentina, Gabon, Japan, Mauritius, Republic of Korea and Ukraine.

 

Prior to action on the draft resolution, oral amendments were introduced by Germany, on behalf of EU members of the Council, plus Canada, Mauritius, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine and Switzerland.

 

Cuba called for a "no action" motion on the oral amendments and the Council subsequently adopted the Cuban motion by a roll call vote of 22 in favour, 17 against and 7 abstentions.

 

The resolution adopted by the Council came in for criticism from human rights groups for failing to establish any mechanism to investigate the grave human rights violations committed by all parties to the conflict in Sri Lanka.

 

In a press release, the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) said that while legitimately condemning the LTTE's crimes, the resolution failed to condemn the government of Sri Lanka's responsibilities in recent war crimes, alleged crimes against humanity and ongoing grave human rights violations. It has further ignored all calls for an international commission of inquiry.

 

An independent commission of inquiry may and must however immediately be set-up through alternative means, FIDH said.

 

In another press release, Human Rights Watch said that the Human Rights Council had passed a "deeply flawed" resolution on Sri Lanka that ignored calls for an international investigation into alleged abuses during recent fighting and other pressing human rights concerns.

 

"The Human Rights Council did not even express its concern for the hundreds of thousands of people facing indefinite detention in government camps," said Juliette de Rivero, Geneva advocacy director at Human Rights Watch. "The Council ignored urgent needs and wasted an important chance to promote human rights."

 

In a video message at the start of the Special Session, High Commissioner for Human Rights Ms Navi Pillay said that since December, during the latest phase of intense fighting, tens of thousands of civilians have been killed, injured or displaced. Furthermore, the fate of thousands of civilians believed to have been in the conflict area, or in transit to displacement camps is still unknown.

 

She said that there are strong reasons to believe that both sides have "grossly disregarded the fundamental principle of the inviolability of civilians. An independent and credible international investigation into recent events should be dispatched to ascertain the occurrence, nature and scale of violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law, as well as specific responsibilities."

 

In the resolution adopted Wednesday, the Council recalled that States have the duty and responsibility to provide protection and humanitarian assistance to all segments of the population, including Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), without discrimination.

 

It condemned all attacks that the LTTE launched on the civilian population and its practice of using civilians as human shields.

 

The Council encouraged the Government of Sri Lanka to continue to pursue its existing cooperation with relevant United Nations Organizations, in order to provide, to the full extent of their capabilities, in co-operation with the Government of Sri Lanka, basic humanitarian assistance, in particular, safe drinking water, sanitation, food, and medical and health care services to the IDPs.

 

It also welcomed the announcement of the proposal to safely resettle the bulk of the Internally Displaced Persons within six months, and encouraged the Government of Sri Lanka to proceed in these endeavours with due respect to persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities.

 

The Council also urged the international community to cooperate with the Government of Sri Lanka in the reconstruction efforts, including by increasing the provision of financial assistance, including Official Development Assistance, to help the country fight poverty and underdevelopment and continue to ensure the promotion and protection of all human rights, including economic, social and cultural rights. 
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