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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ADOPTS RESOLUTIONS ON PALESTINE
United Nations: Human Rights Council adopts resolutions on Palestine


By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 27 March 2009

The UN Human Rights Council on Thursday adopted five resolutions under its agenda item on the human rights situation in Palestine and other Arab territories.

 

In a resolution (A/HRC/10/L. 5) on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, the Council deplored the recent Israeli announcements of the construction of new housing units for Israeli settlers in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly in and around occupied East Jerusalem, as they undermine the peace process and the creation of a contiguous, sovereign and independent Palestinian State, and are in violation of international law and Israeli pledges at the Annapolis Peace Conference of 27 November 2007.

 

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 46 in favour, one against (Canada) and no abstentions.

 

In the resolution, the Council expressed grave concern at the continuing Israeli settlement and related activities, in violation of international law, including the expansion of settlements, the expropriation of land, the demolition of houses, the confiscation and destruction of property, the expulsion of Palestinians and the construction of bypass roads, which change the physical character and demographic composition of the Arab occupied territories, including East Jerusalem, and the Syrian Golan.

 

The Council added that it constitutes a violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and in particular article 49 of that Convention; settlements are a major obstacle to the establishment of a just and comprehensive peace and to the creation of an independent, viable, sovereign and democratic Palestinian State.

 

The Council expressed grave concern at the increasing number of newly built structures amounting to 1,257 in 2008, including 748 permanent buildings and 509 mobile structures, which obstructs the efforts of the international community to advance the Middle East Peace Process. It also expressed grave concern over the implications for the final status negotiations of the announcement by Israel that it will retain the major settlement blocks on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including settlements located in the Jordan Valley.

 

The Council further expressed grave concern at the continued closures of and within the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and the restriction of the freedom of movement of people and goods, including the siege imposed on the Occupied Gaza Strip, which have created an extremely precarious humanitarian situation for the civilian population as well as impaired the economic and social rights of the Palestinian people.

 

Grave concern was also expressed at the continued construction, contrary to international law, of the wall inside the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem.

 

The Council urged Israel, the occupying Power, to reverse the settlement policy in the occupied territories, including in East Jerusalem, and the Syrian Golan and, as a first step towards their dismantlement, to stop immediately the expansion of the existing settlements, including "natural growth" and related activities, as well as to prevent any new installation of settlers in the occupied territories.

 

It also urged the full implementation of the Access and Movement Agreement of 15 November 2005, particularly the urgent reopening of the Rafah and Karni crossings, which are crucial to the passage of foodstuffs and essential supplies, as well as the access of United Nations agencies to and within the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

 

The Council called upon Israel to take and implement serious measures, including confiscation of arms and enforcement of criminal sanctions, with the aim of preventing acts of violence by Israeli settlers, and other measures to guarantee the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilians and Palestinian properties in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.

 

It demanded that Israel implement the recommendations regarding the settlements made by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in her report to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-seventh session on her visit to the occupied Palestinian territories, Israel, Egypt and Jordan. It also demanded that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with its legal obligations, as mentioned in the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice.

 

In a resolution (A/HRC/10/L. 4) on human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan, the Council expressed deep concern at the suffering of the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan due to the systemic and continuous violation of their fundamental and human rights by Israel since the Israeli military occupation of 1967.

 

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 33 in favour, one against (Canada) and 13 abstentions. Those that abstained were Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

 

Amongst others, the Council called upon Israel to desist from changing the physical character, demographic composition, institutional structure and legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan, and emphasized that the displaced persons of the population of the occupied Syrian Golan must be allowed to return to their homes and to recover their property.

 

It also called upon Israel to desist from imposing Israeli citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan, and to desist from its repressive measures against them and from all other practices that obstruct the enjoyment of their fundamental rights and their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.

 

In a resolution (A/HRC/10/L. 6) on human rights violations emanating from the Israeli military attacks and operations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly the recent ones in the occupied Gaza Strip, the Council demanded that the occupying power, Israel, end its occupation of the Palestinian land occupied since 1967, and to respect its commitments within the peace process towards the establishment of the independent sovereign Palestinian State, with East Jerusalem as its capital, living in peace and security with all its neighbours.

 

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 35 in favour, four against, and eight abstentions. Those who voted against were Canada, Germany, Italy and Netherlands. Those who abstained were Cameroon, France, Japan, Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine, and United Kingdom.

 

In the resolution, the Council strongly condemned the Israeli military attacks and operations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly the recent ones in the occupied Gaza Strip, which have resulted in the killing and injury of thousands of Palestinian civilians, including a large number of women and children.

 

It also demanded that the occupying power, Israel, stop the targeting of civilians and the systematic destruction of the cultural heritage of the Palestinian people, in addition to the destruction of public and private properties, and the targeting of United Nations Facilities, as laid down in the Fourth Geneva Convention.

 

It further demanded that Israel, the occupying power, cease immediately all current excavations beneath and around the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, and refrain from any act that may endanger the structure, or change the nature of the holy sites both Islamic and Christian in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly in and around Jerusalem.

 

The Council called for immediate international protection of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, in compliance with international human rights and humanitarian law both applicable in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. It also called for the immediate cessation of all Israeli military attacks and operations throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the firing of crude rockets by Palestinian combatants against southern Israel.

 

In a resolution (A/HRC/10/L. 7) on the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, adopted without a vote, the Council reaffirmed the inalienable, permanent and unqualified right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, including their right to live in freedom, justice, and dignity, and to establish their sovereign, independent, democratic and viable contiguous States. It also reaffirmed its support for the solution of two States living side by side in peace and security, Palestine and Israel.

 

In a resolution (A/HRC/10/L. 37) on follow-up to Council resolution S-9/1 on the grave violations of human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly due to the recent Israeli military attacks against the occupied Gaza Strip, the Council, in expressing regret that resolution S-9/1 has not been fully implemented to date, requested the President of the Council to continue his tireless efforts to appoint the independent international fact-finding mission.

 

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 33 in favour, one against (Canada) and 13 abstentions. Those that abstained were Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom.

 

In the resolution, the Council called upon the occupying Power, Israel, to abide by its obligations under international law, international humanitarian law and international human rights law. It demanded that the occupying Power, Israel, fully cooperate with all relevant special procedures mandate-holders in the discharge of their mandates. It also demanded that the occupying Power, Israel, facilitate and provide unhindered access to the members of the independent international fact-finding mission. 
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