THE MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM: 

A DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE

Third World Network

December 2001

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Note

This report was prepared by the Third World Network for the United Nations Development Programme. It was coordinated and edited by Martin Khor, who also wrote several sections.  It draws extensively in various parts on the work and papers of Chakravarthi Raghavan and Bhagirath Lal Das, both of whom also made valuable and detailed comments and suggestions on the drafts.  Acknowledgments are also due to Kamal Malhotra for his suggestions and encouragement.  

Contents

Executive Summary ……………………………………………………………………..4

Chapter 1: Trade, the Trading System and Development ………………………………19

Chapter 2: History and Evolution of the Trading System ………………………………26

Chapter 3: The Current Trading System: Instruments, Opportunities and Problems …..40

Chapter 4: The Impact of the WTO on Developing Countries …………………………55

Chapter 5: Proposals for Improving the Global Trading System ………………………93

Chapter 6: Towards a Trading System for Human Development …………………….109

Postscript: The Doha Ministerial Conference and After ……………………………...115

References …………………………………………………………………………….120

List of Acronyms ……………………………………………………………………...129
PAGE  
2

