RESISTANCE AGAINST IRRESPONSIBLE RESORT AND REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENTS

Governments have become vulnerable to property developers who promise billions of dollars in investments and tourism revenue, jobs and income to stimulate economic growth and therefore give subsidies and tax incentives, often with no regard for social and environmental concerns.  
There is worldwide growing resistance by citizens groups and environmentalists against the proliferation of harmful and unsustainable resort and real estate developments, and tourism activists at the 2009 World Social Forum in Belém, Brazil, took the initiative to launch an international campaign against such irresponsible projects. It is hoped that a broad alliance of social and environmental movements can be formed to stop further destruction of fragile coastlines, valuable agricultural land and biologically and culturally diverse areas caused by mega-resort and real estate developments. 
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Nancy DeRosa

Director

Society of Akumal’s Vital Ecology, A.C. (SAVE)

Lot 35 C Aventuras Akumal
77760 Mexico
www.saverivieramaya.org
cenotes@prodigy.net.mx
+ (52)984-87-59020
+ (52)984-87-59021 fax
TOLL FREE in Mexico 01-800-509-4376

 

XCACEL, PUNTA CAREY, GRUPO POSADAS

 

AVENTURAS AKUMAL January 27, 2009: The hard won legal protection gained for the turtle sanctuary of Playa Xcacel is in peril once again. Located on the Caribbean coastline 10 miles north of Tulum Ruins, the beautiful beaches of Xcacel and Xcacelito are being threatened by development. For the Yucatan Peninsula ’s most important Green and Loggerhead turtle nesting site, all concerned citizens must now activate to secure federal status of protection. Over the past several weeks a story has unfolded highlighting development versus the environment.

 

Playas Xcacel and Xcacelito were given legal protection by the state of Quintana Roo in 2002 after a 2-year legal battle to stop the building of an all-inclusive resort, Sol Melia along the beach front. At that time a parcel of coastal land north of Cancun belonging to the University of Quintana Roo was used in exchange with Sol Melia, and Xcacel was proclaimed PROTECTED! 

 

The University gained a parcel of land which was divided into 5 separate lots, all of which border the protected beach zone of Xcacel.  This zone contains mangroves, endangered flora, and subterranean freshwater rivers and is the buffer zone for the magic that takes place during Xcacel’s turtle nestings. At least one lot has been sold and is now in its third incarnation known as Project Punta Carey.

 

Also very interesting, in 2002 the law that mandates mangrove destruction as illegal was lifted for a period of time then reinstated. Grupo Posadas, a land development company, saw an opportunity to lawfully get permission to fill in their coastal mangroves and took advantage.  Under the name of Ecotur, Fiesta Americana was slated to be built at some point on the next beach north of Xcacel called Chemuyilito. All of the permitting and impact studies were completed and approved. 

 

Fast forward to January 2009. Ecotur brought in the bulldozers to begin their project. The devastation borders the turtle nesting beach of Chemyulito right up to the dunes. Mangroves were filled in. Endangered chit palms were mowed down. Initial concern was that this project was one that SAVE had been alerted to, Punta Carey. SAVE began a campaign to get answers about the destruction we found. The enforcement arm of Mexico’s environmental agency PROFEPA was notified to these facts, as were press and friends around the world. 
It was investigative journalism that revealed Ecotur as the developer of the land with an approved impact statement and permits in hand. Upon PROFEPA’s investigations, the report is that there is no problem. No problem that mangroves were filled in. No problem that Chit Palms were destroyed.

 

Now, we know there is one lot planned to be developed, though no impact statements have been approved. There is interface between the private property belonging to a developer, state protected land, and federal protected beach and reef zone within the Xcacel protected zone. While the development has not broken ground, perhaps they will not. The only way we can be sure of this is to secure federal protection from the beach west (approximately ¼ mile) to Highway 307 with the status of federal sanctuary. 

 

During the course of our research we also discovered that the environmental department of the federal government began the process of making Xcacel and Xcacelito’s protection decree law. In 2005, the National Commission of Natural Protected Areas (CONANP) completed and published studies assigning the status as that of sanctuary in an area of 360 hectares. There are two strong justifications. 1) More than 60% of Xcacel and Xcacelito already exist in the federal zone, much of which is reef and 20 meters of shore. 2) State government officials are more exposed and vulnerable to investors influence. We are finding out that CONANP’s process stalled for so long because Quintana Roo officials have not wished to release their control and resisted federal claims. We are afraid they think development dollars are more important than environmental protection. 

 

HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN DO:

 

Communicate the message: Xcacel is not for sale. We demand federal protection.

 

-Write letters to city, county, state federal officials; to press; forward or post to all networks (see below).

-Make calls to who you know i.e. press, people of influence.

-Use technology! Post, forward, become part of a global voice.

-Local friends; stay tune for local actions that we will be organizing.

-International friends (outside Mexico ), write to the officials in your country who can bring pressure to bear on the Mexican government.

-What else can you do? If you have methods for successful actions, let us know!!!!!    

 

SAMPLE LETTER
 

Dear Sir,

Please exercise all of the power in your authority to decree federal protected status for the turtle sanctuary and bordering regions of Playa Xcacel and Playa Xcacelito in Quintana Roo. 
We know that the National Commission of Natural Protected Areas (CONANP) completed and published studies in 2005 assigning sanctuary status for 360 hectares of Xcacel and Xcacelito. 
We are asking for further protection extending from the reef west through the wetland jungle to Highway 307. In addition to the endangered marine turtles who return annually for nesting, the zone contains mangrove and endangered plants. This is of critical ecological importance not only to the region, but to Mexico and all of our international community. It is also one of the last public beaches for locals to enjoy.

 

Areas of such environmental importance as those in the Central Quintana Roo coast should not be completely sacrificed to the development of the Riviera Maya and Costa Maya. A balance must be attained.  

 

Xcacel is not for sale!!! Xcacel is not for sale!!! We demand federal protection.

 

Sincerely,
Your Name

 
WHO YOU CAN WRITE TO:

Key Officials to write to in the Mexican Federal Government:

 

Lic. Felipe Calderon

Presidente Constitucional de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos

Constitutional President of México

Residencia Presidencial de los Pinos

Puerto Central, Primer Piso

Colonial San Miguel Chapultepec

Mexico, DF CP 11850

Tel:       555-522-4117

Email:    oficina.presidencia@presidencia.gob.mx
 

Juan Rafael Elvira Quesada

Secretaria del Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (SEMARNAT)
[Secretary of the Environment and Natural Resources]

Lateral de Anillo Periférico Sur 4209, 6 Piso

Fraccionamiento Jardines de la Montana                   

Delegación Tlalpan

México, DF CP 14210

Tel:       555-628-0602

             555-628-0603

Fax:      555-628-0643

             555-628-0644
Email:   c.secretario@semarnat.gob.mx 
             juan.elvira@semarnat.gob.mx 
 .

Dr. Ernesto Enkerlin Hoeflich

President

Comisión Nacional de Áreas Naturales Protegidas (CONANP)

[National Commission of Natural Protected Areas]
Camino al Ajusco No. 200

Col. Jardines en la Montaña 

Delegación Tlalpan

México, DF CP 14210
Tel.       555-449-7000

Tel:       555-449-7001            

Fax:      555-449-7025

Email:    enkerlin@conanp.gob.mx
 

Fernández Bremauntz Adrian Alfredo

President

Instituto Nacional de Ecología (INE)

[National Institute of Ecology]
Calle: Periférico 5000, Col. Insurgentes Cuicuilco

Delegación Coyoacán

México, DF CP 04530

Tel:       555-424-6418

Email:    presiden@ine.gob.mx
 

Félix González Canto

Gobierno del Estado de Quintana Roo
[Governor of the State of Quintana Roo]
Palacio de Gobierno

Av. 22 de Enero No. 001 Col. Centro
Chetumal, Quintana Roo 

México, CP 77000
Tel:       983-835-0500 Extensión: 1177

Email:    gobernador@qroo.gob.mx
             mlozano@qroo.gob.mx
 
 

Ing Francisco Javier Días

Secretaria de Desarrollo Urbano y Medio Ambiente (SEDUMA)

Secretary of Urban Development and Environment. 

Av. Efraín Aguilar # 418

Chetumal, Quintana Roo

Mexico, CP 77000
Tel:       983-832-4108, 129-3317, 129-3318

Fax: numero anterior extensión 138

Email:    agusvb7@hotmail.com
             Moret02qr@hotmail.com
 

Jorge Luis Córdoba Pech

Alcaldía Tulum

Mayor of Tulum

Avenida Tulum oriente entre calle alfa sur  y  Osiris tour, manzana 1 lote 1 y 3 

Tulum, Quintana Roo

Mexico CP 77780

Tel:       984-871-2304

Email:    presidencia_tulum@hotmail.com
 

Please send cc to the media, e.g.:

Kermith Zapata

Journalist for Respuesta

Reportero para el diario Respuesta.

Calle 1ra sur, manzana 227 lote 2, colonia ejidal 

Playa del Carmen, Quintana Roo

Mexico  CP

Teléfono Diario Respuesta: 984-206-2000

Teléfono Kermith Zapata: 984-132-9751

Email:    kermithz@hotmail.com
             kermithz@yahoo.com.mx
and

 
Nancy DeRosa 

Director of SAVE, A.C.

Salvamento Akumal de Vida Ecologica

www.saveriviermaya.org 

Villas De Rosa Resort
Lot 35 C Aventuras Akumal
77760 Mexico
www.cenotes.com
cenotes@prodigy.net.mx
+ (52)984-87-59020
+ (52)984-87-59021 fax
TOLL FREE in Mexico 01-800-509-4376
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http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2009/01/31/bali-be-flooded-with-real-estate-developments.html
The Jakarta Post ,  Denpasar /Bali, Sunday, February 1, 2009 12:14 PM

A. BALI TO BE FLOODED WITH REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENTS 

By Claudia Sardi  
"Absolute beachfront villas" or "eco-friendly hotels" are the omnipresent words when getting around Bali. Real estate development on the island is moving at a high pace, impossible to overlook and equally impossible to quantify. 
It is not easy to get a clear picture of what is currently being built on the island of the gods. There is no central source of information that can clear up the picture of what Bali has to prepare for in 2009 and the coming years, not even official government sources. 
Nobody knows what anyone else is doing, and many developments are taking place in semi-secrecy. 
"Our governmental system makes it impossible to collect data on the development, because the regencies are ruled autonomously," says I Gde Nurjaya, head of the Bali Tourism Agency. 
Because development activities are not coordinated, the question rises if Bali will be able to handle the additional streams of people and buildings. 
Research by The Jakarta Post shows more than 15,000 new hotel rooms and at least 300 new villas in remote and urban areas will pop up all over Bali within the next two years. The real number of developments in Bali is vast and impossible to count.
Bali is still being promoted as Paradise Island, but can it keep up with the increasing number of tourists who are going to flood the paradise? 
"The decentralization of Bali's nine regencies has lead to greedy, careless behavior, such as violating laws that have been created to protect the environment," says Agung Wardana, executive director of the Indonesian Forum for Environment (Walhi). 
Each year, the NGO tracks up to six cases of legal or environmental violations. 

At present, the development of Lake Buyan in Buleleng regency is in their crosshairs. 
"The lakes are part of a protected area and regarded as sacred, so the authorities should slowly stop selling every piece of the island," Wardana says. 
He also complains that the "eco" label is being abused rather than put to good use to seriously develop environmentally friendly facilities. 
The investors come from every corner of the globe, which doesn't make it easier to draw a clear picture of the development landscape. Many are Australian and Indonesian, but developers from Korea, Japan, the US, China, Italy, France, the UK, Germany, Singapore, Thailand, Russia and Canada are also building here. 
"I currently don't see a balance between the unlimited tourism development and investments in other important sectors such as agriculture and industrial products," says Dr. Nyoman Erawan, professor of economics at Udayana University.
"I'm not surprised, though, because the regents can collect 10 percent of taxes from hotels and restaurants, which makes it attractive for them to look for investors."
From: environment-indonesia@yahoogroups.com [mailto: environment-indonesia@yahoogroups.com ] On Behalf Of Harry Surjadi
Sent: Saturday, January 31, 2009 7:21 PM
Subject: [environment-indonesia] Buyan Lake plan rejected

Source: The Jakarta Post , Denpasar, Bali | Sat, 01/31/2009
 

B. BUYAN LAKE PLAN REJECTED 

by Ni Komang Erviani 

Bali Governor Made Mangku Pastika announced Friday that he had rejected an investment offer from PT Anantara to develop Lake Buyan in Buleleng into an eco-tourism resort.


"I have rejected PT Anantara's request to develop Lake Buyan . I signed the rejection papers on Friday," he said during a meeting with the Forum for the Protection of Sacred Sites and Bali High Priests, at the governor's office in Denpasar.

The forum was one of many organizations that had declared their opposition to allowing private investors to develop Lake Buyan .


Anantara had offered to develop Lake Buyan into a site dubbed the "Buyan eco-tourism heaven," promising to restore the lake's depth - which had become shallower due to sedimentation and the construction of villas on its edges - while adding a theater stage able to host up to 600 dancers in the middle of the lake.


Pastika said his decision to reject this offer was made after consulting with NGOs and community groups.


"Their offer was not in line with our philosophical and social rules," he said.


He was referring to several claims by the community that Lake Buyan is a sacred area and that any construction in the area would destroy its purity.


In Hindu-majority Bali, residents believe that several lakes, seabeds and mountains are sacred areas. Lakes, in particular, are revered as the throne of Bhatari Danu, the goddess of water and fertility. For a religious culture that has been built upon water and agriculture, huge water reservoirs like lakes are an important and sacred cultural
landmark.


This belief has been bolstered by a regional by-law prohibiting construction at sacred sites.


"This lake is a sacred site that we must preserve for our grandchildren. I will protect Bali with my body and soul," Pastika said.


Located in Sukasada district, Lake Buyan is one of the three lakes situated within a large caldera. A vast wild forest separates Lake Buyan from Lake Tamblingan to its west, while to its east lies Lake Beratan.


So far only the area around Lake Beratan has been developed as a tourist destination. Its close proximity with Eka Karya, the island's largest botanical garden, has made Lake Beratan a favorite weekend getaway for the residents of Bali 's southern urban areas.


Lake Beratan also hosts Ulun Danu, one of the most important water temples on the island. Lake Buyan 's original area of 478.33 hectares has shrunk by 60 hectares due to sedimentation.


"That's 10 hectares every year. If we allow this to continue, Lake Buyan will cease to be a lake within 10 years," Pastika said.


He said he planned to gather a number of experts to find the best way to restore the lake, adding that damage to the lake had reached a critical point.


"We'll see what they've come up with. What's certain is that we have to move fast to save Lake Buyan ," he said.


Si Ketut Mandiranatha, coordinator of the Forum for Protection of Sacred Sites and Bali High Priests, said he was happy about the governor's decision, adding that the forum expected all projects on sacred sites in Bali to be stopped.


"We want the exploitation of our sacred sites to stop because it is an insult to our religion, culture and traditions," he said.
----------------------------
TOURISM AND REAL ESTATE BOOM – CASE STUDIES FROM KERALA AND TAMIL NADU, INDIA 
By KABANI – the other direction 
Mararikulam is a fishing village in Alleppey district of Kerala state in South India. Tourism hype in this area has caused a real estate boom which has resulted in market induced displacement of fisher folk from the area. 
Fisher folk staying close to the coast has been offered a high price to sell land to the tourism industry. The people who sold their land and moved away from the coast have found themselves with no financial benefit since the prices have sky rocketed inward as well, due to the new demand. 
The relocated fisher folk are feeling alienated in the new environment which demands total change to their centuries’ old practices and comforts of living. This is more severe for the women, children and elderly. Money is being promoted as an incentive and attraction to brainwash the minds of coastal people who are already marginalized by fear of the vagaries of nature, tsunami, inconsistent income availability from their livelihood and their poverty to sell their land close to the beach at a very high price. 
The resorts that have come up here have prevented the coastal communities from accessing the beach facing their property since they want it as exclusive zones for their tourists. Traditionally the people have been using this common property for parking fishing vessels, sleeping, holding meetings, preparing for their work, keeping their fishing gear, fish drying etc. Once more resorts come in this locality then fisher folk and tourism providers will be competing for this resource and there will be huge unrest between the two.

None of the policies of the government addresses the issues of coastal land and who owns the right to coastal land. There are provisions mentioned for supporting the people who get involuntarily displaced by projects. But this kind of voluntary market induced displacement and its impacts have never been addressed. 

Land is needed for tourism development, but at whose cost. Little can be expected from the government when Tourism Resorts Kerala Ltd a public private partnership in which government has a major share operates land banks for tourism industry. 

The Central Government is in the process of bringing in the Coastal Management Zone notification which is going to replace the existing Coastal Regulation Zone notification which was meant for protecting the fragile coastal environment from large-scale unsustainable development. 

The tourism industry has lobbied to get a free hand for coastal tourism development in the new notification, but the coastal communities traditional rights over the coast and its resources have not been protected in the proposed notification. In the midst of all this, Kerala Tourism Department, the official wing of the Kerala Government, has been promoting itself as a ‘Responsible Tourism’ destination and Mararikulam and the resort which started this trend in Mararikulam has been considered as case study by for the International Conference on Responsible Tourism organised by Kerala Tourism in Kerala. The same resort had encroached upon public land which is the beach ward side of the resort used by the coastal community for centuries for livelihood, leisure, agriculture, sustenance etc... 
The agitation by local people resulted in the Revenue department of Kerala Government having to send a special task force to reclaim the public land. But now the resort people are still using the land and fisher folk are prevented from using it. The trend set in Mararikulam has caused a repetition of the same phenomenon on either side of the Mararikulam coast and the government its agencies and policies are a moot spectator to this.

Chothavilai is situated in Kanyakumari district of South Indian state Tamil Nadu. Chothavilai beach is a beautiful beach just 7 kilometres away from the famous domestic and pilgrimage tourism spot Kanyakumari. 
Chothavilai has just started to be known to people and to grow by 6-7 years. Some politicians who owned land in this area lobbied to construct a road and developed beach tourism in the locality. This road violates Coastal Regulation Zone notification of 1992, which was meant for protecting the coastal environment and the course of its construction destructed the sand dunes. The development of this infrastructure caused more casualties during the 2004 tsunami.

The tsunami also brought many conflicts and changes to the coast. The sudden development of infrastructure, the increased focus of Tamil Nadu tourism department on Chothavilai and the post-tsunami programmes increased the land prices in this locality. The real estate players are purchasing huge amount of land in this area. As a result the fishing communities of the locality are loosing their easy access to the coast which is essential for their livelihood. 

The proximity of a famous tourism destination Kanyakumari also contributes to this. Current policies are indirectly facilitating this unsustainable tourism development. Many of the recent policies are taking away the existing regulations which can protect the livelihood and resources of traditional fisher communities (For eg: EIA notification 2006, environment policy etc.).

Governments always argue that communities are getting better price and this is a good opportunities for them to benefit. But a careful analysis reveals that the traditional communities especially marginalized are getting strategically displaced from the coast.


Source: KABANI – the other direction, www.kabani.org 
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/jan/26/corsica-development-campaign-protect-coastline
The Guardian, Monday 26 January 2009 

ARMED SEPARATISTS AND ECOLOGISTS UNITE AGAINST FEARS OF PARADISE LOST 

Plans to develop Corsica coastline with holiday homes prompt anger on troubled isle

by Angelique Chrisafis in Porto-Vecchio 

In the hills above southern Corsica's paradise beaches, Vincente Cucchi sat stoking the log fire of her restored shepherd's cottage. 
"There have been a lot of murders lately, a lot of score settling, it's becoming worse than Naples," she said. "But I'm not scared, you just have to carry on."
Cucchi, a Corsican mother in her forties, is leading an environmental crusade to protect the wild coastline around Bonifacio on the island's southern tip. She targets everyone from locals to Nicolas Sarkozy's Parisian friends, and goes to court to ban villas that illegally destroy virgin stretches of coast. Her latest victory was to scrap the proposed holiday home of Jacques Séguéla, the publicist who introduced France's president to Carla Bruni. 
Fighting to defend the law is not easy on a Mediterranean island where clans, mafia godfathers and armed separatists crisscross in a nebulous atmosphere of omertà (code of silence), clientelism and protection rackets, and where property speculation is the fast money earner. 
Corsica is reeling from a spate of murders of crime barons. Cucchi's husband, a fisherman, has had his boat sunk, and she has received death threats. Locals call her brave. "Frankly, we have no choice but to act fast to stop Corsica becoming 'paradise lost'," she said.
But the fight to protect the so-called Island of Beauty has taken on a new fervour in recent weeks, reaching the top of Paris's political class and Sarkozy's jet-set friends. Corsica, 100 miles south of the French coast, is one of the last remaining unspoiled corner of the western Mediterranean. 
Due to France's stringent coastal protection measures and the spectre of violent separatism, the mountainous island still boasts large expanses of coastline that have been spared mass construction. Now the Corsican executive, headed by a member of Sarkozy's ruling centre-right party, has proposed a new 20-year development plan to boost the island's economy, which will declassify stretches of protected land to allow for more building. Environmental groups warn that Corsica risks repeating the concrete nightmare of Majorca or France's Côte d'Azur.
The plan, known by its acronym Padduc, has spawned a movement called the anti-Padduc front, made up of 80 different groups including trade unions and ecologists. The row has also boosted the island's nationalist and separatist cause. This weekend, Corsican hardline nationalists will launch their new political party, Corsica Libera. They oppose building developments which, they say, threatens the island's national identity. 
This month, one of Corsica's main armed separatist groups, the FLNC-UC, issued its strongest statement in which it made death threats against the island's ruling political class, warned against the building plans and laid claim to 14 bomb attacks over the last six months. 
In the low-level separatist violence that has simmered on the island for 30 years, empty holiday homes have been sporadically targeted with homemade bombs. While tourists are welcome, mainland French "foreigners" acquiring land are not. 
Above one of Porto-Vecchio's bays, a bus of gendarmes sat guarding the entrance to the holiday villa of one of Sarkozy's best friends, Christian Clavier. Last month 10 Corsican nationalists were fined after dozens of pro-independence supporters broke into the actor's garden and "occupied" the area around his swimming pool to protest against the proliferation of outsiders' holiday homes. 
The island's police chief was sacked for not preventing the occupation. Those convicted are appealing against their fine, but the case dossier has been mysteriously stolen from the courthouse. 
Below the villa, Santa Giulia bay is an example of the dense tourist building on the southern coast that campaigners say must not be allowed to spread to protected areas elsewhere. Rows of luxurious villas, bungalows and snack bars sit empty in what locals call a tourist "ghost town". The area is only active for two months of the year but has forced up prices. In the Bonifacio region, more than half of all residences are second homes empty for most of the year. 
"It is harder and harder for Corsicans to live in their own villages, this is catastrophic, it's threatening the very Corsican people as they are forced to move off the island," said Jean-Guy Talamoni, the leading nationalist politician who led the Clavier occupation. 
Despite Corsica's reputation as an upmarket destination, the island is one of the poorest regions in France, with an aging population kept afloat by the French state. Tourism brings in €1.3bn (£1.2bn) each year, but 10% of islanders live on precariously low incomes.
"We definitely need some kind plan for developing the island's economy," said Moune Poli, a member of Corsica's economic advisory committee and key figure of the anti-Padduc front. "But the island cannot depend on unfettered tourism and building speculation." The economic committee opposed the Padduc plan, which will now go before the Corsican assembly in March. 
Ange Santini, the head of the Corsican executive, argued his plan would simply open Corsica to investment and clarify its coastal laws. He has said only 10% of "remarkable" protected spaces would become available for development. Opponents said the figure was higher and could prompt wider property speculation.
In Porto-Vecchio, Gerard Bonchristiani, a former fisherman, campaigns for access to public beaches and coastal protection. He said: "Intelligent tourism is about balance, not turning an island's coast into a concrete 'tanning drome'. This is about what kind of society we want to live in. There is a visceral attachment to the land here. We like to say: 'You don't live in Corsica, Corsica lives in you.'"
