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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL DEFERS DRAFT RESOLUTIONS UNTIL 27 NOVEMBER


By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 6 October 2006



The UN Human Rights Council on Friday decided to defer all draft decisions and resolutions that had been placed before the Council for its consideration, to a resumed second session of the Council to be convened on 27 November.

According to the President of the Council Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba of Mexico, the decision is in light of the large number of draft decisions and resolutions (about 44) submitted to the session and the insufficient time available in order to guarantee the due and balanced consideration of all these drafts.

The resumed second session will be convened just before the opening of the third
session of the Council, at which time all decisions would be tackled.

The three-week regular second session of the Council began on 18 September and
ends on Friday.

Meanwhile, the Council adopted by consensus a decision concerning the reports
and studies of the mechanisms and mandates.

In its decision, the Council noted all the reports and studies presented at its second
session and the substantive interactive dialogue with mandate holders as well as
with the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

It requested the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights
to continue with the fulfilment of their activities, in accordance with all previous
decisions adopted by the Commission on Human Rights and to update the relevant
reports and studies.

The Council decided to transmit the views of the Sub-Commission on Promotion and Protection of Human Rights on the Human Rights Council's future system of expert advice to the Working Group established pursuant to Human Rights Council decision 2006/104.

It also decided to take note of the draft decisions transmitted by the Sub-Commission pertaining to previously authorized activities, with a view to allowing their continuation in accordance with Council's decision 2006/102.

The Council also noted the updates provided on the progress of the informal consultations of Working Groups on the universal periodic review established by
its decision 2006/103 and on implementation of paragraph 6 of General Assembly
resolution 60/251 established by its decision 2006/104.

In another decision, the Council decided to add a segment on ''follow-up to decisions of the Human Rights Council'' to the programme of work as contained in Council's decision 2006/105 of 30 June 2006.

Pakistan, speaking on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Conference, said that it was their understanding that all decisions and resolutions that had been deferred now for treatment, would then have to be taken up upon resumption of the Council's session on 27 November.

The Council on Friday evening is expected to consider a Presidential statement on
various issues of concern before adjourning its second session until 27 November.
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