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RIGHTS COUNCIL SELECTS COUNTRIES FOR PERIODIC REVIEW

 

By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 24 September 2007

The UN Human Rights Council on 21 September selected the countries that are to be reviewed through its newly-established Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism, providing a calendar of work for the Council for the next four years (from 2008 to 2011).

 

The countries that have been selected to undergo the UPR process at the first session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group in 2008 are Bahrain, Ecuador, Tunisia, Morocco, Indonesia, Finland, United Kingdom, India, Brazil, Philippines, Algeria, Poland, Netherlands, South Africa, Czech Republic, and Argentina.

 

The Human Rights Council is currently holding its sixth session from 10-28 September.

 

The Council, at its fifth session on 11-18 June, agreed on a package of elements that established the procedures, mechanisms and structures that will form the basis for its future work.

 

The agreement on the package was the culmination of a year-long process, since the inaugural session of the Council on 19 June last year, to design a universal periodic review mechanism and conduct a review of all the mandates of the former Commission on Human Rights.

 

Through the Universal Periodic Review Mechanism, the Council will review on a periodic basis the fulfillment of the human rights obligations of all countries.

 

Under the mechanism, all UN member States will be reviewed within a period of four years in the first cycle - with 48 States to be reviewed every year. All the members of the Council will be reviewed during their term of membership.

 

According to the mechanism, the first States to be reviewed will be chosen by regional groups through the drawing of lots to ensure full respect for equitable geographical distribution. Alphabetical order will then be applied beginning with these countries, with the exception of those who volunteer to be reviewed.

 

The review will be carried out by a working group composed of the 47 member States of the Council that will meet three times per year for two weeks and will be facilitated by groups of three member States of the Council which will act as Rapporteurs appointed by the Council.

 

Recommendations from the special procedures and human rights treaty bodies, as well as information from other sources, such as non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions, will be considered as elements for the review, in addition to the report of the State concerned.

 

The final outcome of the UPR will consist of recommendations to be implemented primarily by the State concerned and, as appropriate, by other relevant stakeholders.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the second session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group in 2008 are Gabon, Ghana, Peru, Guatemala, Benin, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Pakistan, Zambia, Japan, Ukraine, Sri Lanka, France, Tonga, Romania, and Mali.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the third session of the Working Group in 2008 are Botswana, Bahamas, Burundi, Luxembourg, Barbados, Montenegro, United Arab Emirates, Israel, Liechtenstein, Serbia, Turkmenistan, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Colombia, Uzbekistan, and Tuvalu.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the fourth session in 2009 are Cameroon, Djibouti, Mauritius, Nigeria, Senegal, Bangladesh, China, Jordan, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Cuba, Mexico, Canada, Germany, Russia, and Azerbaijan.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the fifth session in 2009 are Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Vanuatu, Vietnam, Yemen, Afghanistan, Uruguay, Belize, Chile, Malta, Monaco, New Zealand, Slovakia, and Macedonia.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the sixth session in 2009 are Cote d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, Cyprus, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Norway, Portugal, and Albania.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the seventh session in 2010 are Angola, Egypt, Madagascar, Gambia, Qatar, Fiji, Iran, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Bolivia, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Italy, San Marino, Slovenia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the eighth session in 2010 are Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Armenia, and Belarus.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the ninth session in 2010 are Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mauritania, Lebanon, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Mongolia, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, United States, Andorra, Bulgaria, and Croatia.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the tenth session in 2011 are Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, Oman, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Australia, Austria, Estonia, and Georgia.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the eleventh session in 2011 are Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Belgium, Denmark, Greece, Hungary, and Latvia.

 

Countries that are to be reviewed in the twelfth session in 2011 (and the last in the first cycle) are Swaziland, Togo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Syria, Tajikstan, Thailand, Timor Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, Antigua and Barbuda, Iceland, Ireland, Lithuania, and Moldova.

 

Following the selection of the countries to undergo the Universal Periodic Review process, China congratulated the Council for the selection process, as it was the start of the much-awaited Universal Periodic Review process.

 

South Africa said that the formula assured the objectivity of the selection of the countries for universal periodic review. Political leaders of the countries needed to be informed of their pending subjection to review. A road-map of steps that States should take in preparing for the review was also needed. 
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