NAM Summit rejects armed threats against members, adopts statements on Iraq, Palestine.

Kuala Lumpur 25 Feb (Martin Khor)

The NAM Summit ended today with its leaders rejecting the use of armed threat against NAM countries under the pretext of combating terrorism.  They also “totally rejected”  the use of the term “axis of evil” and unilateral lists accusing countries of supporting terrorism.  “These actions constitute a form of psychological and political terrorism”, they said.

Late tonight, the NAM Summit adopted various documents setting out its members’ collective position on the current international situation regarding terrorism, the Iraq situation and the Palestinian issue.

The NAM leaders’ position is contained in the Summit’s Final Document;  and separate statements on Iraq and Palestine.

In a section on terrorism, the Final Document said the heads of state or government of NAM unequivocally condemned international terrorism as a criminal act.  Noting that terrorism endangers territorial integrity and national/international security, they state that these acts also violate human rights, destroys infrastructure and attempts to destablise governments.  They expressed their resolve to take measures to eliminate terrorism including addressing the underlying causes of terrorism.

They called on all States to endorse the conveing of an international Conference under the UN to define terrorism, to differentiate it from the struggle for national liberation and reach measures for concerted action.

“They also denounced the brutalization of peoples kept under foreign occupation as the gravest form of terrorism.  They condemned the use of State power for the suppression and violence against innocent victims struggling against foreign occupation to exercise their inalienable right to self determination.”  The Document also stressed  that people under foreign occupation should be allowed to freely determine their destiny and reaffirmed that the struggle of peoples under colonial or alien domination and foreign occupation for self determination do not constitute terrorism.

The heads also rejected the use or threat of use of armed forces against any NAM country under the pretext of combating terrorism and rejected all attempts by certain countries to use the terrorism issue as a pretext to pursue their political aims against non aligned and developing countries and underscored the need to exercise solidarity with those affected.

“They reaffirmed the pivotal role of the UN in the international campaign against terrorism. They totally rejected the term ‘axis of evil’ voiced by a certain State to target other countries under the pretext of combating terrorism, as well as its unilateral preparation of lists accusing countries of allegedly supporting terrorism, which are inconsistent with international law and the purposes and principles of the UN Charter. These actions constitute, on their part, a form of psychological and political terrorism.”

In the NAM Summit statement concerning Iraq, the heads of state and government of NAM said they considered with grave concern the precarious and rapidly deteriorating situation arising from the looming threat of war against Iraq.

“We are fully cognizant of the concerns expressed by millions in our countries, as well as in other parts of the world, who reject war and believe, like we do, that war against Iraq will be a devastating factor for the whole region, and that it would have frar reaching political, economic and humanitarian consequences for all countries of the world, particularly the States in the region.

The heads reiterated their commitment to the fundamental principles of the non-use of force and respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence and security of all UN member states.

They reaffirmed their commitment to exert efforts to achieve a peaceful solution to the current situation and supported all other efforts to avert war against Iraq. They called for persistent continuation of such efforts based on multilateral as opposed to unilateral actions, and reaffirmed the central role of the UN and Security Council to maintain peace and secrurity.

They welcomed Iraq’s decision on  unconditional return and cooperation with UN inspectors, and called on Iraq to continue to comply with Security Council resolution 1441 and to remain engaged.  This is an important step to a comprehensive and peacefulo solution of pending issues between UN and the UN and takes into account all affected parties’ concerns.

They also stressed the disarmament efforts in Iraq should not be an end in itself but be a step to lifting sanctions, and believed the peaceful resolution of the crisis would ensure Iraq’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence and security, and compliance with Resolution 687 establishing in the Middle East of  a weapons of mass destruction free zone, which includes Isreal.

In a separate statement of the NAM Summit on Palestine, the NAM heads expressed grave concern at the destruction and devastation of Palestinian society and the Palestinian Authority caused by Israeli occupying forces.  They strongly condemned systematic human rights violations and reported war crimes committed by Israeli occupying forces against Palestinians, including extrajudicial executions, indiscriminate use of force, resulting in extensive loss of life and injury, the wanton destruction of homes, infrastructure and agricultural lands, detention and imprisonment of thousands of Palestinians, collective punishments on the entire Palestinian population, amounting to a dire humanitarian crisis.

The heads also expressed grave concern at the policies and practices of the Israeli government that have undermined the Oslo agreements and obstructed efforts to end the tragic situation, including the Mitchell recommendations.  They called for the immediate withdrawal of Israeli occupying forces from Paletinian cities to positions and arrangements prior to September 2000, and full implementation of relevant Security Councilo resolutions.

They emphasized that the main danger to realizing Palestinian national rights and a peaceful solution is settler colonialism in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (including East Jerusalem) since 1967, through land confiscation, settlement building and transfer of Israelis to the occupied territory.  “They stressed that this policy of settler colonialism with all the measures that it has entailed mist be immediately stopped and reversed.”

The heads underscored the legal obligations of States Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention and Additional Protocol 1 to ensure respect of the two instruments and stressed the need for their effective enforcement in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  They called for concrete measures and actions against products from the illegal Israeli settlements and settler violators as well as other actions.  They called for legal remedies without impunity in the occupied territory, noting the role of the International Criminal Court.

The heads welcomed the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Arab League and supported the Quartet’s efforts and speedy implementation of its road map.

The heads reiterated their commitment to a peaceful solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, welcoming the universally supported vision of two States.  They supported an international presence in the occupied territory to protect Palestinians and help parties implement agreements reached.  

The statement on Palestine was drafted by the NAM Committee on Palestine headed by South Africa, and adopted by the Summit’s closing plenary.
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